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extend the knowledge of discovery, seamanship and nautical
astronomy among English mariners. With the age of Columbus
and his successors, the necessity of astronomical study had been
realised, and improved methods of navigation grew with the thirst
for maritime enterprise. This knowledge came originally from the
continent, in its scientific form, and Johann Miiller of Konigsberg,
known as Regiomontanus, compiled the Ephemerides, from 1475 to
1506, which were used by Columbus and da Gama, while Martin
Behaim, of Nurnberg, invented an improved application of the
astrolabe to navigation, and constructed the earliest globe now
extant. Spanish students continued to work upon the ex-
position of these teachers for the next two hundred years. The
best English work upon the subject was William Bourne's Regiment
of the Sea, 1573. Hakluyt's edition of Peter Martyr, subsequently
translated into English at his suggestion by Michael Lok, was an
important addition to scientific knowledge, and was followed, in
1594, by The Seaman's Secrets of John Davys, to which reference
has already been made. Hakluyt had been profoundly interested in
the scientific aspect of navigation, and in 'the means of bringing
up skilful seamen and mariners in this realm/ and had laid before
Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, lord high admiral, in the
dedication of the second edition of the Prindpall Navigations,
the importance of establishing a lectureship in navigation for
seamen in London, having in view the many noble ships that
had been lost, the many worthy persons c drenched in the sea,'
and how the realm had been impoverished by loss of great
ordnance and other rich commodities through the ignorance of
seamen.
We have been led to speak of this aspect of Hakluyt's literary
work and his practical purposes by his publication of the revised
edition of Peter Martyr's book at Paris in 1587. During many
years previous to this date, he had been amassing materials for
his great work, The Prindpall Navigations, Voiages and Dis-
coveries of the English Nation, made by sea or over land to the
most remote and farthest distant quarters of the earth at any
time within the compasse of these 1500 yeeres, of which the first
edition appeared in one volume folio published by George Bishop
and Ralph Newbery in 1589. It was dedicated to Sir Francis
Walsingham, while the second edition, containing the navigations
within the compasse of these 1600 yeeres, in three volumes, dated
1598, 1599 and 1600, was dedicated, the first volume to Charles
Howard, earl of Nottingham, and the others to Sir Robert Cecil,